
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1899. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



117 



The President's Opportunity. 

Edward H. Magill, ex-president of 
Swarthmore College, Pa., sent the 
following letter to the Springfield 
Republican under date of April 2 : 

"I have read with great interest 
the papers sent me the past few 
weeks. Your positions are surely 
tenable and unassailable, but I have 
continued to hope that your severe 
strictures, while applicable to the 
country, would not be found to apply 
personally to our president, whom I 
have regarded as a man seeking ear- 
nestly the practical way of solving, in 
the most Christian manner possible, 
the truly intricate problem which he 
has had before him. He surely tried 
to avoid the Spanish war in the be- 
ginning, and I had hoped that he 
would find for us a way to secure 
autonomy and ultimate self-govern- 
ment to the Philippines. But matters 
have now gone so far that I fear he 
has missed his glorious opportunity to 
place himself as one of our political 
trinity, and be ranked with Washing- 
ton, the founder, and Lincoln, the 
savior, of his country. If his daring 
and his conscientious convictions were 
equal to the occasion, I believe he 
could even yet do this by ordering a 
prompt cessation of the war and pro- 
claiming, through a peaceful medium, 
like President Schurman's committee, 
an early establishment of a govern- 
ment in the Philippines, 'of, by and 
for' the Filipinos. Such proclamation 
should be promptly translated into 
every one of the dialects of these 
motley peoples ; and such action and 
proclamation would be doubtless fol- 
lowed by a prompt cessation of the 
sheddjng of human blood. 

But will the president dare to risk 
this, or is he 'in the hands of his 
friends', for another term of office? 



PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

The celebrated Cyclone Cameras 
are being used by amateurs and pro- 
fessionals all over the civilized world. 
The most compact and least compli- 
cated of any in the market. A child 
can operate them. Plain and Com- 
plete Instructions go with each Cam- 
era. Size of pictures 2£ x 2 £ up to 
5x7. Price $3.50 up. Nothing on 
earth will give you or a friend 
to whom presented more pleasure 
than one of these Cameras. Write for 
Illustrated Catalogue with full de- 
scriptions, Prices, &c. 

Marsh Mfg. Co., s*2 W. Lake St., Chicago. 



Can he not rise to the higher plane 
of individual duty, and be satisfied, 
if needs be, with one glorious term, 
which will make his name immortal, 
instead of eagerly catching at the 
shadow of a second, and thus, if suc- 
cess attend his efforts, barter this 
opportunity to bless his country and 
immortalize his name, for the sake of 
occupying before the country the un- 
enviable position of a political time- 
server for a period of eight years. 
Would that he would yet listen to the 
urgent entreaties of his own and the 
country's best friends, and make this 
present seeming sacrifice." 

A Cruel Blow at Independence, 

"The mockery of the fine talk a 
while ago about giving to the Fili- 
pinos their independence when they 
are fitted for it appears in strong 
relief when one considers that the 
policy of the administration was and 
is utterly antagonistic to the idea of 
Philippine autonomy. The one power 
in the islands capable of establishing 
and maintaing a native government 
was that of which Aguinaldo was the 
head and front. That power should 
have been nurtured, protected and 
recognized, if the United States was 
ever to develop in the islands a native 
government. To pursue a course sure 
to bring on an armed collision, and 
then to hurl upon the native power the 
whole force of the army and navy of 
the United States was bound to blight, 
and perhaps destroy, the tender plant 
of self-government which it had al- 
ways been the mission of this republic 
to cultivate at every legitimate oppor- 
tunity, among all peoples. A native 
government to be successful must 
have local dignity and prestige. 
Every cruel blow, therefore, which 
the native government receives from 
Gen. Otis's army is a blow at the 
possibility of ever raising up a native 
government that shall be able to 
maintain itself. The insurgent army 
and the brain back of it represented 
the one virile, masterful force capable 
of making of the Philippines a self- 
governing federation. In destroying 
that army and the idea it cherishes, 
we commit a terrible crime at the very 
threshold of the temple of liberty." 
— The Springfield Republican. 



Mental courage, the courage to think 
straight according to all the facts, is 
rarer than physical courage, or even 
than moral courage. 



The Duty of America. 

" America, however, does not have 
to cast her eyes across the sea to 
point morals upon the curse of mili- 
tarism. It is a curse which threatens 
ourselves. The man who does not 
see it, and is not spurred as an 
American and a lover of America to 
new devotion to the rational organiza- 
tion of the world is a fool and blind. 

The duty of America to frown upon 
military policies and the military spirit 
is peculiar. America, in truth, holds 
the key to the situation. John Bright 
pointed this out clearly in a Fourth 
of July speech twenty years ago. 
America, not burdened by taxes for 
the support of great armies and 
navies, was free to devote all her 
resources and energies to the develop- 
ment of her industries. This gave 
her an incalculable advantage over 
the burdened countries of Europe, an 
advantage which every one of them 
was feeling keenly. Let her main- 
tain this advantage in the industrial 
competition, and they would all soon 
be forced to disarmament for sheer 
economy and self-protection." — New 
England Magazine. 
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